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SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY COMMITMENT (PC) APPLICATION TO 
EXIMBANK 

1 . EQUATOR BANK, LTD. HAS APPLIED FOR A PC COVERING AN 
EXIMBANK DIRECT CREDIT TO ASSIST FINANCING SALE 200 MACK 
TRUCKS TO ZAMBIA-TANZANIA ROAD SERVICES, LTD. (ZTRS). 

TOTAL U.S. COST ESTIMATED AT DLRS 10.00 MILLION. OBLIGA- 
TIONS OF ZTRS WOULD BE GUARANTEED BY GRZ. TRUCKS WOULD 
BE USED ON ROAD TO DAR ES SALAAM, EXPORTING COPPER AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IMPORTING GENERAL MERCHANDISE. MAINTENANCE TO BE 
CARRIED OUT BY MAZEMBE TRACTOR CO., LTD. 

2. EXIMBANK WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING WHETHER EMBASSY 
HAS ANY POLITICAL OR OTHER OBJECTIONS TO APPLICATION. 

IN ADDITION, EXIMBANK REQUESTS EMBASSY COMMENTS ON 
WHETHER ZTRS CAPABLE OF OPERATING THIS LARGE ADDITION TO 
ITS WORKING FLEET AND WHETHER POSSIBILITY OF IMPROVEMENTS 
TO TAZARA RAILROAD WOULD RENDER SUBJECT TRUCKS SURPLUS 
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IN 1-2 YEARS. 

3. FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION WOULD BE 
ASSISTED IF AN OLD ARREARAGE PROBLEM WITH GRZ COULD BE RE- 
SOLVED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THIS RELATES TO EXIMBANK 
COMMITMENT FEES OF DLRS 4.609.79 AND PRINTING BILL OF 
DLRS 1,656.00 UNDER CREDIT 3867 AUTHORIZED FOR TAZAMA 
PIPELINES IN 1972 AND GUARANTEED BY GRZ. CREDIT ACCEPTED 
BY TAZAMA. BUT WAS NEVER UTILIZED AND LATER CANCELLED. 

IN COMMERCIAL TELEXES OF 8/10/77, AND 6/20/78 EXIMBANK 
OFFERED TO ABSORB FEES IF SMALLER PRINTING BILL PAID. 

GRZ RESPONDED TO THIS PROPOSAL UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION. 
PAYMENT THIS MODEST AMOUNT BY GRZ WOULD CLEAR ITS RECORD 
WITH EXIMBANK AND FACILITATE SUBJECT APPLICATION. EXIM- 
BANK REQUESTS EMBASSY DISCUSS ARREARAGE WITH GRZ. CHRISTOPHER 
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